Running Head: US HISTORY-THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE PERSPECTIVE	1

U.S HISTORY- INDIGENOUS PEOPLE PERSPECTIVE	3








An Indigenous Peoples History of The United States
Student Name
Course Unit
Date







An Indigenous People's History of The United States
 How does this book offer a Counter-Narrative perspective in understanding U.S. history?
This book offers a perspective of the American U.S history from the viewpoint of the indigenous communities that are often underrepresented. In the early U.S historical works, the indigenous communities were portrayed as being supporting actors in the American story in a master narrative that celebrated the expansion and founding of the United States. From the beginning of the text, the perspective regarding land that most of us have acquired from the textbooks and the popular culture that the European settlers invaded a pristine wilderness has been challenged. The author of the text documents how these so-called pristine wilderness lands were highly developed hence countering the previously claimed notion of the land wilderness. The conflict between the indigenous people and European settlers and the U.S government is also highlighted by the author. The indigenous people were brutally assaulted even when they did not offer any resistance. The Indians were cast as bloodthirsty savages and treacherous villains who often caused resistance before finally surrendering to their inevitable fate. The early historical narratives of the American history wrote off the Indians from the past which denied the Native people a present and a future. Some documentations are collected from the indigenous sources while more reports and documents are from the same government officials who engaged in the brutality. This explains why the historical perspective has been mostly one sided with the Natives being portrayed as just supporters of the large American expansion.
The history of oppression by the Europeans and European Americans on the indigenous people i.e. Native Americans  help provide insights on how the oppressive actions of the Europeans impacted the Native Americans. From the author’s description, the Europeans were involved in many oppressions including the Doctrine of Discovery, feudalism and Crusades. This historical perspective of European oppression is essential in understanding the European oppressive actions in North America. These oppression and conflicts are not only highlighted on the American Indigenous people only but also on the Cuba and Philippines territories.
Understanding the American history from the perspective of the Indigenous people presents the idea that the U.S had intended to extend its power from the Atlantic to the Pacific and knows what was meant for the people who had been living in these territories for centuries. From the textbook, we get to understand how the Indigenous people were reduced through the practice of taking scalps hence the name “redskins.” Native Americans who were considered enemies of the U.S would have their scalp taken then a bounty given provided they presented the scalp to the colonial government. The scalp-taking actions were meant to promote the killing of indigenous people hence extending further their oppressions.
At the conclusion of the book, we get a perspective of the Native American struggle sin the twentieth century including the Blue Lake restoration to the Taos Pueblo, the validation of the sovereignty of the Native American in the Indian self Determination Act and the validation of the Native American fishing rights in the Washington State.
Conclusively, the U.S history has popularly been understood from the perspective of the European Americans who have written the history such that the mistreatment and oppression of the Naïve Americans has been taken care of. However, to better understand the U.S true history and how it is today, it is essential to understand the history from other perspectives such as the Indigenous people perspective instead of relying on textbooks. 
 
